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themselves out in uneven conflicts. While William
Pitt obtained millions to continue the war, LouisXV
saw himself weighing the necessity and the utility
of every scheme.

The financial problem was developing parallel
with the Seven Years* War; and it was a problem
of prime importance to the king and his ministers.

Machault d'Arnouville, controller-general in 174 5,
had brought in the "twentieth part" tax, which
applied to all revenues without distinction, and
went into a sinking fund destined to wipe out the
public debt. It "was a sound scheme fully approved
by Louis XV; and it could have had excellent
results. But it met with opposition from the pri-
vileged sections of Parliament, the clergy and
municipal bodies. Machault's venture soon showed
the impossibility of any hurried reform; it was
a public scandal to exact the greater part of the
taxes from the commons and exempt the wealthy
classes.

Numerous decrees brought in extra revenue for
the kingdom; and Parliament recorded them on
the proposal of the minister of finance. But these
taxes met with hostility from the magistrates, who,
seeing the extent of their power, took great pleasure
in haggling over their approval and openly flouting
the king's authority.

As no new impost could be established without
being recorded by Parliament, the latter made
their usefulness felt by the king, and added to
their own popularity by refusing to accept over-